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World Car Wire... 


A record 900,000 cars will be sold by Pontiac in 1977, according to 
Alex C. Mair, motor division general manager. If his prediction 
proves accurate, this would eclipse Pontiac's existing model year 
record of 866,826 cars, set in 1968. The forecast includes record 
years for the Grand Prix, Sunbird, Firebird and Astre. 

A 5.9% inerease in prices of General Motors cars will boost 
average cost of the 1977 models by about $344.GM chairman 
Thomas A. Murphy left the door open for further increases, saying 
that the initial increases “are subject to review as the cost of 
materials and labor clarify in the months ahead. Avoidance of a 
second boost depends on a “reasonable labor settlement without a 
work stoppage.” Murphy added. 

Sale of the assets of Jensen Motors, Ltd., began last week in 
London. San Franciscan Kjell Qvale, who bought the firm in 1970, 
said that he did well for three years before labor troubles beran 
cropping up. “All plants in England have union activity from dawn 
to dusk of every day,” Qvale complained. The threat of gasoline 
rationing and safety and emissions regulations also hurt the 
Jensen, Qvale said. 

Japanese exports of passenger cars are confidently expected to 
total well over 3 million units. The total number of units exported 
during the first half of this year is 1,891,215. 

Truck manufacturers in this country have scheduled a record 
263,000 units for construction during the month of September. This 
follows a record August, during which 245,000 trucks were built. 

Expansion of the Kelly-Springfield Tire Co. plant in 
Fayetteville, N.C., will cost $10 million dollars. When completed in 
1977, the plant will produce radial car tires exclusively. 

A tentative agreement between Firestone Tire & Rubber Co. and 
the United Rubber Workers union includes a wage increase of 
$1.498 per hour over three years and a cost of living guarantee 
which would equal 69 cents per hour if the inflation rate holds at 6% 
oe the expiration of the settlement, to be in effect until April, 
1 ‘ 

Toyota Motor Co. reported earnings of $344.6 million on sales of 
$6.91 billion during the year ended June 30. For the year ending 
June 30, 1977, Toyota forecasts flat earnings on a 5% sales rise. 

EBuropean and Japanese exotic show cars and prototypes will be 
displayed at Auto Expo/ New York Apr. 2 through Apr. 10, 1977, 
direct from the Geneva International Motor Show. 
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New From BMW 

Expect a hatchback Touring 4-Series 
model from BMW before the end of the 
year, less formal and more sporty than 
the previous Touring model baged on the 
2002. Britain's Car magazine lifted the lid 
off the osa model, speculating that it 
could wee the 3-Series running pear and 
be aimed into the #24 Poraeche-HPE Lan- 
clk arona, Therm is ale @ new executive 
mode] BMW on the way based on the latest 
3.3-litre coupe and using versions of the 
straight-6 mobor. 


Racing Art FPorger 

Motor racing art comes of age! At the 
Old Bailey in London recently, one Peter 
Quayle was given a 12 month suspended 
sentence for forging five paintings by the 
celebrated Autocar artist, F. Gordon 
Crosby. Recognized ag the doyenofmeotor 
racing artiats, Crosby captured the flavor 
of pre-World War U motor sport, Quayle 
sold his forgeries for between Cid) and 
00 gach, even though they were said to 
be rather peor copies of Crosby's work, 
which is valued for its attention ta 
technical accuracy. 


Sleeping Jaguar 


Launched on & promise bo follow the 
racing glories of the Jaguar works wing 
at Le Mana, the 5.3-litar 312 coupes have 
slept through four debute, the lateat 
being lhe 24-hour Group Two race at Spa, 
With few races left in the European 
championship there are sugpestions that 
Leyland will fold the project, 


MGB V8 Pre-defunct 


Any hopes there may have been that 
Leyland planned to up-date the MGB V8, 
giving it the new Corporate five-speed 
gearbox a6 used in the Rover 3500, and 
reviaing auch poorer aspects of the carag 
the ventilation and driving position, are 
dashed. It has been confirmed that the 
MGA V8 is going out of production. Tha 
MGB with the faithful old 1adee four- 
cylinder @ngine continues strongly in 
production, amd now bas survived the 
second attempt to interest buyers in a 
more powerful version, The first was the 
even shorter-lived MOC, which head a 2- 
liter six-cylinder engine. 

The MGB VS never handled quite as 
well as the ordinary H, but it made up for 
thie with ite far superior performance, Ita 
refinement and quietness ae far as the 
bhgine Was concerned lended to wocentu- 
ate the rather high noise level of the rest 
of the car. However, the main reasons for 
the decision are that the Rover V8 engine 
has mot yet passed American emission 
teats, and that the production capacity is 
needed for the standard B and the Midget, 
Both these models are in strong demand 
in the United States, 

The gap in the Leyland line-up is 
expected to be filled to some extent when 
the naw Lins model emerges. This is 
eesontially a four-seater coupe version of 
the Triumph TRY. lt ia ballewed that the 
Project now is under way, but mo an- 
LOURCENeH is expected before late RTT. 

At home, Leyland has extended its 
estate car range by making the 1.3-liler 
engine available for the Morria Marina 
estate, Previously this was offered only 
with the 178800 engine, From its initial 
introduction, the Marina always has been 
available only with ont of two engines, 
and the 1275 version for the estate is a 
logical move. [tis equipped with a heated 
rear window, reversing lamps, door 
MLITOr, & brake serve, and radial ply tires. 


Alfa Markets Diesel Giulia 
Following agreement with the Perkins 
group of Peterborough, Alfa Romeo is 
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EOININGS 


By Eoin Young 


offering its Giulia model in Italy 
equipped with the 1760cc Perkins diesel 
enging. This engine is designed for car 
use, aod is fitted as a conversion to a 
number of taxis and high-mileage cars in 
Britain. By diesel standarda, it le quite a 
high-revving unit, and develope S$bhp at 
4000rpm, This is the first offer of the unit 
by & Manufacturer as initial equipment. 

As well as the promise of much better 
fuel ecanomy, the Alfa diesel offers 
longer engine life: bul ile main selling 
Point is the enormous difference between 
fwel oosts for gasoline and diesel in [taly, 

Atop speed of @Simph ig claimed for the 
new Alfa diesel, Bo far, there are oo plans 
to export the new Giulia, 


Two-Wheeled Fun 

‘Motoreyoling is something of a secret 
vice enjoyed by moat of the Formula One 
brigade, even though team managers 
frown on their drivers becoming too 
invelved on two-wheelers. Steyr-Puch 
Provided each driver at the Austrian GP 
with one of its sporty S0cc mopeds to cope 
with the crowd that never really 
eventiated, bul oul on the rioe track 
British stunt rider Dave Taylor hed 
everyone enthralled Sponsored by 
Chumpion with machinery supplied by 
Yamaha, Taylor specializes in lapping 
the track on the back wheel of a400ce trail 
bike and then switching to a Gite bike 
and virtually steering it with his feet, 
stretched way forward over the 
handlebars and operating the gearshift 
and throttle by remote coniral, He 
appears at events all over Europe and 
between times does demonstrations at 
achoole as part of a ‘machina 
appreciation” course. He said he fell off 
innumerable times when he waa 
perfecting his acte, but—touch wood—he 
fae never fallen off while performing 
before the public. lan Norris. PR man for 
Champion, says Taylor has been timed at 
S4mph doing a wheely through « quarter 
mile, aod Sbmph stretebed out over the 
front of the bigger bike! 

Gordon Coppuck, designer of the 
Marlboro-McLarene, waé a6 ace trials 
rider before settling inte the relative 
respectability of being a racing oar 
designer, and he discussed style at some 
length with Taylor, The night before the 
Grand Prix, Gordon borrowed Dave's 
SPaire 2ifice trials bike and it was buck to 
th: old daysagain as he rode itclearupto 
the top of the mountain that looms behind 
the circuit, “T found a recky atraam up 
there and rode up and down for a 
while...cteal six-day-trial stuff itwas.”’ He 
laughed at the recollection of all the 
mountain air and motorcyeling. “I'm Like 
a kid again every time I get on a bike...” 


Survival In Fi 

Survival seems to be the name of the 
game in Formula One these days. Jody 
Stheckter was giving Hen Tyrrell a 
graphic description of his Austrian 
accident at dinner the night after the race 
and demonstrating how he had braced 
himaell, head low in the cockpit, after ite 
sueponsion failure and committed to 
what waa obviously going to be a rather 
major accident. The car turned sharp 
rightinte the puard rail and then bounced 
across the track inte the guard rail on the 
other side, “Tstayed braced in the oockpit 
with my head tucked well down until all 
the banging and crashing had stopped 
and everything was quiet. And then I 
shaved there a bit longer” But why did he 
etay huddled down in thea cockpit when 
the accident was apparently over? “The 
quiet bit at the end can be a bit tricky,” 
explained Jody. “It eauld mean that 
you're flying through the wir...” 
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Hunt Wins Dutch GP, Stage Set For Finale 


By Pete Lyons 


ZANDVOORT, Holland—The weekend 
had a racey feel right from the etart. These 
WEre some of the signa: 

Ronnie Peterson wasdriving with easy, 
fluid economy, holding his hands 
comparatively still on the wheel as his 
March wormed around under him, One 
Hime late in practioe, at the Hunzering 
hairpin, he went powersliding up owt of 
the comer leaving twin grey streake of 
rubber powder on the road behind him. As 
he changed poara the streaks paused fora 
couple of feet, than in a thin hase of bloe 
amake they began again and the our 
continued to lag them down all the way op 
over the crest of the hill out of sight. 
Rannie was fastest qualifier, 

John Watson's face, menwly bare but 
Pinning bo gain some éun-color under 
the cheekbones, stil] wore it Austrian 
amile, The Citibank Penske was quickest 
after the fret qualifying session. and it 
was still a cloge fourth by the time the 
grid wae formed. Right on form. both 
driver and team, and they won their round 
of the pitstop competition ten, 

Jaques B. [chu was smiling « smile that 
cume cat mt you like the glow of a 
fireplace, He'd stepped into the Ensign 
team for this one race, knowing that 
everybody knew it wag his last chanee. Ha 
pul bt inte the middle of the faster end of 
tine pried. 

Tom Pryce puts amile on Don Nichol's 
face which went along with the now DNA 
Shadow's third place on the grid, 
Emerson Fittipaldi smiled aboul hia 
Copersucar, saying “Tt's starting to feel 
like & racing car again.” He was on the 
riddle of the grid, which waa a vivid 
Improvement. 

Hunt celebrated his 29th birthday on 
race morning. He had il points to go 
before drawing even with Lauda for the 
Werld Chompionship, He was difficult 

even for close friends to taiik with all 
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weekend. His Marleora McLaren wasn't 
handling well. 

The fired 14 care on the grid—l0 kinds of 
car, using four different engines—were 
inside one second. Half an hour before the 
start, James abruptly turned aside from a 
conversation and spewed the meager 
contents of his stomach onto the garage 
floor, “Well, that’s over and done with,” he 
eommented as he wiped hia mouth. “Now 
ik won't hapen in the race Like it did at 
Ricard,” 


To look at the Zandveort grid you'd 
never know anything was wrong with 
Grand Prix racing. In fact you'd think it 
was a all pretty dam good show, There 
was a lot good about the Dutch GP, alotat 
people smiling and glad they'd come. 
Even before the start the race had a eood 
feel. 

Ronnie, on the ineide front row, got a 
beauty of 6 atart, the March pulling 
smoothly away into the Tarzan corner 
with Watson's Penske up from the second 


Rumors Fly 


As at any other Grand Prix, the Duteh 
GP produced some interesting little news 


ims, momo, and speculations. We 
Present them here for the 
edification/enjoyment of Anton eek's 
readers. 


Item: Chuck Janes. whe iatroduced 
himgelf to Eneign’s Maurice Nunn aa “a, 
Wealthy person looking to beoome 
invedved in the top of motor racing” has 
concluded a vorbal agreement to purt- 
sponsor the Ensign team. Written details 
are still to be worked owt, but itis thought 
that the Californian wants to buy wt least 
half of the English Midlands crperraticen, 
As fordrivers, everyone wie keen bo rao 
Al Unser—so was Unser—bol with Jaoky 
Ichx showing outstanding form al 
Zandvoort there is a real desire to pet 
behind the siill-young Belgian just in 
case this really is the first sign of a big 
comeback. 

Ttem: The Lotus type Th. the existence of 
which was once apain denied as late a5 
last week, was testing at Silverstone at 
the same time and will do so again this 
week, All being well, it may possibly 
appear at Monza, 


ltem: Now itis, to be sure, Silly Season, 
but rumors suriacing from Lancashire 


In Holland 


sight that Louis Stanley plane to 
resurrect his defudel BAM Fi team for 
LerT. 

Item: More Silly Season rumors: 
Peterson to Marlboro McLaren next 
year—paving his own way! Scheckter to 
Wolf-Wiltiame—oot paying his own way 
Aeutemano to Ferrari—having 
purchased his release from Martini 
Brabham-Alfa Fomeo Reguzroni 
leaving, mot into retirement but into 
ennsinuicting his.own car, Thal was what 
Lauda wis said to be planning a few 
Wels ago. Pryce to almost everybody, 
and Watson too if a hot property. But 
Pesenti-Hossi and Lombard! are not. 

ltem: Swise driver Loris Kessel started 
the year with an agreement of some kind 


with John MacDonald of RAM 
MacDonald replaced Kessel with 
somobody else, Hessel had the crs 


impounded at the Nurburgring. Kessel 
drove a AM oar wt the Oesterreichring. 
Keseel and RAM tested toyether last week 
at Zandvoort. They parted best of friends; 
OR. see vou on Friday. AM drove to the 
nearest port and went to England, spares 
and all, RAM did not return, on Friday, 
Saturday or Sunday, They stayed safe at 
home. Game, get, and match ito 
MacDonald.—Pete Lyons 


row right behind, Hunt's front row place 
vanished as the MoLaren lagged initially 
and then lit up its back tires in 
speciuoular wheelspin: the Mi wageled 
and slashed across to the inside of the 
track, causing a heartatopping jamup 
against the pits wall, but nobody was 
actually hit and James wae safely third 
into the corner. Andrett] was down on the 
inside, over the curbs, taking the Lotus 
into fourth after starting seventh, 

Two eod a half miles later Poterson had 
a gap of 127 seconds on Wateon, and that 
had every Peterson fan counting his 
points then and there. Hut at the end of 
another lap bed lost half hie cushion to 
Wateon, and with three laps gome by the 
Ponske was almost on the March's tail. 
and at four laps there wasn't any gap at 
all, “After a inp two T began to be 
comfortable with my car, and af the same 
time [ saw Ronnie was petting too mck 
understeer,” said John afterward. 
Staying tucked aa theht aa he dared in 
Paterson's slipstream, Watson chased 
him around and around the track looking 
for a way to get by, Gradually the two of 
them pulled away from Hunt, 

James, never gontent with bas car all 
through practice, found in the race thik “it 
Was bad, really awful in Pack." 
Understeering shrongiy, it was all he 
could doin the early stages to keep ahead 
ef everybody who wanted his third place. 
These were Andretti, Regaszoni. Pryce, 
Scheckter and Pace, plus Brambilla and 
Depailler if you extended your limite juét 
4 trifle more—noge-to-tail chain of almost 
equaliv-matehed GP cars, 10 stronginall 


Ending the fifth lap Watson had pulled 
Up 8c tloge to Peterson that Ronnie came 
down the main straight weaving 
completely across the track. boring a 
grent snaking tunnel in the air to try ta 
break the tow, As they wenl onto the 
brakes for Taran he stayed hart over bo 
ihe inside, protecting his line, ao Wataon 

Continued On Next Page 


DNS Promising; Mario Just Misses 


Mario Andretti might have won the 
Duieh GP had bis JPS not run inte fuel 
system trouble with about 20 laps to eo. 
For some tToaaon one of the bag banks 
wasn tooptying properly, and all around 
the truck Mario started getting a misfire 
at the top end that cut his straightline 
speed just enough so he couldn't get by 
Hegazzenis Ferrari. "Damn," he said. 
“otherwise it was really workin’ 
bitchin’. He went on to admit that during 
the race he hed been using his driver- 
nojustable rear swiy bar to keep the 
handling neutral as the car's weight, its 
tires, and the track conditions changed. 
Ahead of him, meanwhile. the Ferrari and 
the McLaren were handling poorly by the 
and, tha JPS wae perfect—but for that 
misfire, 


Tom Pryce's speed in the new Shadow 
DNi—especially with Sut 300 miles of 
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lasting behind if before Holland—blew 
badly omedied men life into the Shadow 
lea. “You can tell them we're back!" 
choriled Don Nichals, who has refused toa 
give up lid faith in his team’s basic 
soundness through a thin patch 
Designed in its essential parts before he 
lati to join Lotus by Tomy Southpate, 
fished and developed by Dave Wass, the 
DNB's “secret” is essentially Chat if is 
builtto te new (7G regulations and tires, 
It carmes more weight forward (both 
driver and fuel load are moved up) and 
Pryce says “It turns into the corners 
much beter than the DNS, Its really well 
balanced, I can drive ft any way 7 like,” 

In the fooe he had a long dice with 
Scheckter, letting the sixwheeler go by 
ently on through & concern mot to 
overheat his front tires, which were 
underktee;ring, Aut lnteron Jody virtually 
stopped when he encountered a course 
safety car going to one of thecrashes, and 
Tom got by again. Prom then on, despite a 
mistire from a fuel pickup problem like 
Andretti's, the Shadow stayed ahead for 
fourth place,—Pete Lyang 


A ‘palit the Monza Gorilla: Vittorio Brambilla (9) took the March to siath, Jacques Laftite dropped out when his oil pressure tailed. 


More On: 


Dutch GP 


Continued From Preceding Page 
chose to try the outside. Front wheols 
ghrilling in protest the Penske actually 
got alongside in the middle of the corner, 
but is was alocky car to stay on the road 
and pointing within 90 degrees of the 
right direction. John held it beautifully, 
but he was behind again at the exit. 

It tacit a eeu ple more Japa te work up to 
trying it again, But Hunt was closing 


Ferrari's Back 


right up behind aswell, and “petting quite 
anxious to get by so T could open ups lead 
on James" Wateon—faced with the same 
wildly weaving leader—tried the same 
pass around the outside, This time he 
actually lead therace fora hundred yards, 
but was the next thing to sideways as he 
did it, and as the Pensite sermiched and 
scrabbled in the marbles on the outside 
both the March and the McLaren this time 
drove by beneath. 

Ey now Regessoni hod passed Andretti, 
50 Watson found himself in a sandwich, 
But as quickly aa the 12th lap Peterson 
eased the pressure by succumbing to both 
Hunt and Watson in one fluid snakey 
maneuver in the middle of the Tarzan 


In Racing-- 


For The Eighteenth Time 


Having missed Auatria in what can 
obly be interpreted as a fitof pique. Kaze 
Ferrari came back in Holland—thus 
concluding what some shilisticians make 
to be the 18th withdrawal in the Italian's 
stormy @h-year Fl career. Nobody of 
course expected the Old Man to stay out 
long. What seemed to salvage enough of 
his pride to pormit a return was the 
Tinlian nmeational delegation to the FIA 
agre#ing to take hia side in the various 
matters of grievance against James 
Hunt's meent victories=Ferrari still 
reckons the McLaren was illegal in Spain 
and that itehould nothave bean permitted 
to restart in England (Never mind, 
apparantly, that one of Perrari'sown cars 
regtartad there too). 


The Ferrari team's recent renaissance 
in Fl appears to have coincided with a 
new mood of calm, introspective 
sclentism: the technical side was 
painstakingly organized and the racing 
side was cooly run, But the outside world 
has been looking at the recent 
fulminations im Maranello and seeing 
near hysteria. The national press has 
been pouring benzina on the fire by 
PUlting out incessant silliness: threedaya 
after Bunt won Austria the Italian nation 
was loformed that he'd been disqualified 
for waing illegal fuel, Three days before 
the race, oome to that, the Italian press 
Circulabed Statements that the race itself 
had been cancelled (At the same time, 

Continued On Next Page 


Hansen Hurt In SCCA Race, 
Protest Unresolved 


Stockbroker/racer Jerry Hansen 
stiffered both insult and injury Aug. 22 
when he notonly received several broien 
Fibs in an Incident during the SCCA 
Blackhawk Valley Nationals but alsolost 
@ place in the results as a result of 
protest, 


Both problems apparently were the 
result of the same incident, which oceured 
when Haneen, driving hia Lola T4460, and 
Keith Feldott, driving a Chevron Bers 29, 
both exited Blackhawk Farms’ turn ais. 
The pair contacted, and aceording to 
observers. Feldott became airborne over 
Hansen's car, loaving & perfect tire tread 
mark on Hanson's helmet and doing 
major damage to the Lola's rear wing. 
Feldott's Chevron also reportedly 
suatained majordumage,. and Feldott was 


forced 1 retire. 

Hansen continued. however, and 
finished in second place. Just as he took 
the finish line, however, he veered off 
toward the track's apron, collapsed in his 
carand was taken to the hospital. Hansen 
wes onpdited with aanood, all right, but a 
protest by Thomas Christ found that 
when Hansen veered off, Christ nipped 
him bor second by about a third of i. car- 
length, Christ was given second epot and 
Hansen wae relegated ao third. Another 
protest, this one brought by Feldott, 
Tremaine to be resolved. This one was 
brought against Hansen by Feldott 
because Feldott said Hansen blocked him 
and aut him off just prior to the pair's 
accident. The Feldott protest was not 
resolved at trackside bocause Hansen had 
bean taken to the hoepital. 


SEPTEMBER 4, 1976 


(Cha Mulles Phodcs 


braking sone. Now with Ronnie to fend off 
Slay, the tworeal heroes of this heroicrace 
went out on their own. 

Foranother dozen lapathey raced, noae 
to teil as much ag traffic would let them, 
sometimes with as much as a second 
between them, but Watson would always 
close up again. Hunt, bis car handling 
even Wordé than in practice, Was fighting 
as hardas be could, and on the 26th lap he 
started keeping well to the inside line 
past the pits and into the Tarzan corner. 
Once more Watson took the chance that 
wis offered. and once again went 
scratching around the outside side by 
aide. By now he waa getting practiced at 
this sort of thing and he held the car on a 
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nice tidy, tight line—until the pair of them 
got to the exit, where James took his 
mormal wide line to the outside and John 
had to run right off the road onto the 
sandy verge! 

This was getting pretty teen stuff. nee 
more Watson worked his way inte 
Position, once more Hunt defended the 
entry, once more Penske went driving 
around the outeide—and once more it had 
to Veer sharply onto the edge of the track, 
sand spraying everywhere. 

Hunt was into worsening trouble, Ais 
initial understeer “quite suddenly 
became horrible understeer.” What 
apparantly went wrong was that one of 
hie front brake ducts, which on the M3 
MoLaren stick well howard under the 
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E WTA &. QUAL E re 
{-Monere Petersen, March 61, 1 min. 20.3) seconds: 2-temes 
Hart, Mclaren WG3. o:7h29:1-lom Pace, Seadow OWE, 1:21.55: 
4-Jobn Wateoe. Penale OGG U:2lob: $-Giey Megaerond, Pere 
; NETL. 1 EES: Gls Averetli, S77, Lak T-iimerio 
Beameilla, Mech FG, 1),68) B-Jody Sohechier, Tyrrell i, 
LOLA; SCarlsg Pace, Grebo Ae, 13700; |b dequet 
Lathes, Lap ar-Mlatra, 122008: Th daehp beha, Ervin, 1] 79.11. 17. 
ferles Reutermand, Gragheen-Mi@a, U:f2.l6c L-Ganna Hilssan 
JPG, oti: 18-Patrick Geepailber, Bprrelll BA, Lh; 1 
Jochen Mass. Mclaren M28. 1:22.48: 16-Alan oes. Surtess. 
Lad: U7: Enron Fettioadda. Fintipatida FM, 1284; 18-Hant 
Huck, March 76), 099.55; 19-Lony Peeking, Bees. 120 2b 
deme-Figrem dotier, header OMS. L221: 2 -iyy Haye. Peeks 
PGR. 1Gt0.28; 22-Hecrt Pescarols, Surtees, 10.55. 5A 
erat gers, 40S: ald Er Hesbeth, [2b 9): 25- 
Rall Digmenelen, Hecporth, 124.71; 26-Coenp Aaderpan, Seriees. 
bd 7a 


|-Hane, 75 Lape oe EGS miles in Leo Od der an average 
peed ol L027 mph; 2-Regagnoes, 75 Lape, J-Anaretti. i:4-Pryce, 
75: S-Sefies eer, 75 G-Beweebelly, 75: 7[esgailler, 75: 8- Jones. 7a: | 
Say, 74; 10-Janiet, 4: LL Pascargle, 74; L2-Siceraelen, 72: 
DEsfekee, 65, ahetieca: Hapa, 63, deevacthalt: 05- Pace, $3. oil 
fegk; 1E-Lotiria, 83, cal precauin; |7-Petersen, 52. ail preaee ere: 
TE-Eril, 49, sgua and elalled: 19-Mateoa, 47, gearboy, 70-Perkiorg, 
44, crash, 2) hitipabli, 40, eepetnics; Fe: Aealemand, 1), clrtek, 
2E-Ailsden, 9, erath; 24-Andetioe, 9, engine: 7 5-Stock, 9 eagion 
16-Mentaiia, §, crank 


front wing. came loose and started 
flappng around sideways. It was enough 
to degrade the airlfow and Kill some 
downforce. Watson meanwhile, although 
he had some oversteer initially coupled 
with o tendency for the back brakes to 
lock, found that as the race went on the 
PC4 wae handling better and better, Tt 

Continued On Next Page 
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Hunt Gets Fifth Win 


er a Sein es, ry 


Carlos Reutemacn, bene leading Emerson Fittipaldi’s star-crossed Copersecar, ia runsored to be meat year's 
Ferran number twa, Neither of these cars finished, 
Continoed From Preceding Fage 

began to be obvious to him that it was just 
a matter of time before Hunt made some 


kind of mistake that would let him 
through: ao he settled in close behind to 
amwadt the losing stage of the race, There 
was still half of the distance yet to go, 
Plenty of time to bide, 

Then at the end of 47 lapait was hisown 
Semin that gave up the gg a oe 


deny braked anirpiy Plog the pits and 
parked just beyond. 


Now Hunt's cushion was dramatically 
pulfed up from 10the of seconds to whole 
seconds, more than seven to where 
Regazzoni had slipped by Peterson for 
sanood place. Honnie was still separating 
Reges from Andretti at that point, butnot 
for long: hie of] pressure dropping, 
Superswede finally came into the pits 
before boging the whole engine. That let 
Andretti resume hia pursuit of Reees, 
had he closed upto within a second, At the 
same time Regee bagan gaining on Hunt, 


until with 10 lapse to go in the race James” 
advantage wae shunken to four seconde, 
Smaller and smaller it got, harder aod 
harder drove the pursuit, and with three 
laps left the Ferrari was within two 
seconds of the McLaren while the Lotus 
was 1.5 seconds bohind that. No way to 
make bets about this kind of race, nothing 
to do but held your breath until it's over. 
As they started the next-to-last lap Hunt 
had 1.2 geconds and Reggae had 1.5; as they 
hurtled into the fina] lap the gape were 0.9 
and 1.8. But nobody threw anything away 
in those final 2.6 miles, James lasted to 
the checkered flag. and won his fifth GP of 
the season by 0.92 eeconds. Regazsoni 
was LaY ahead of Andretti, [tf was 
fabulous—the best race of thie seasonand 
one of the barst for several seasons past, 

Just five seoonds back was Pryce, 
bringing the obviously excellent DN@ 
Shadow home fourth in ite debut event, 
while the six-wheeler Elf Tyrrella of 
Schecktor andDepailler sandwiched the 
March of Brambilla. who had behaved 
himself with circumspection this 
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James Hunt and John Watson (28) fought for the lead entil Watson went oul. 


weekend and thug managed to score & 
poiet. 

There were just i2 cars runing out of the 
26 starters: among them in ninth place 
Was an unhappy Jochen Mase struggling 
to herd the new Mie McLaran through ite 
debut run despite very bad handling. Last 
runner wae his count Rolf 
Stommelen, doing his second GP of the 
year in the Hesketh normally driven by 
Edwarns—whose wrist, damaged by 
hitting Lauda's crashed oar nat the 
Nurburgring, was os unservicoble, 


Saddest of the 14 retirements was Jacky 
Ickx, who came in afterward on the end of 
a rape—but the crowd in the grandstand 
applauded him hugely. From his 1ith 
starting place be'd pulled the Ensign up 
a6 high os sixth, and was doing the same 
lap times a6 the winner at « distance of 
exactly 5.0 seconds behind fifth-place 
Scheckter and closing, when the Ensign 
“just stopped", Something electrical had 
Fone Wrong. 

But oot before something had gone 
enicainieomasd Fight with sreseeit B, fac 


Jean-Pierre Jarier (17) took the Shadow DNS to 10th: the new DNE shown on page 22 looks like amuch better 
aT. 


Lauda Back On His Feet, 
May Drive At Mosport 


Continued From Precsding Page 
Ferrari's t¢am manager was on the phone 
io the Austrian promoters trying to get 
tham to do just that; he used the line that 
in the absence of their national hero 
Lauda their patriotiam” ought naturally 
to lead them to serub the race!) 

Ferrari rejoined the wars at Zandvoort, 
fiolding Clay Aegazzoni in hie choice of 
two thassis—but late on the second day of 
practico the Italians rushed out a little 
ploy of their own. A set of “Nurburgring 
tires” had been carefully hoarded, and as 
these are of a slightly softer eompound 
than these supplied by Goodyear for 
Zandvoort the other teame all cried out 
“Oh, unfair! Ob, mot fowl!" At Kyalami, 
you see, they'd all agreed as gentlemen to 
nee only the specific tires supplied far the 
specific race, 

In point of fact it cannot be eetabliahed 
that the “trick” tires did Regge any actual 
good. Driving with a couple of ribs 
cracked (in a tennis match earlier in the 
wetk) be was bog slow on Friday. 
finishing up 16th best on this circuit the 
Ferraris have dominated for two years 
past Mext day be leapirogged up to fifth 
overali—but his degree of improvement 
was matched by several other drivers, 
who had clustered around him at the buck 
on Friday and at the middle-front on 
Saturday. The Ferrari team—and this was 


verified by oulside timars—said he did 
identical times on both kinds of tire, 

The diversion created among the rival 
teams must have been gratifying, though. 
If a little bit of one-upmanship brought a 
amile to Ferrari's face, thus making It feel 
more like going Fi racing, it seemed 4 
small enough price ta pay. GP racing 
dent perhaps really ceed Forrari— 
Ausitia was a splendid race—but the 
Prancing Horse definitely adds a certain 
vital spice, politically as well as 
technically. 


Niki Lauda, meanwhile, saye he's 
aiming for a return by Mosport ekim 
grafts have been completed from his legs 
to bis face, and he'll bo sable to start 
physical training within the week. If ho 
can indecd manage to come back fighting 
fit, and wireet his second World 
Chaumpionship tithe from the grasp of 
James Hunt, it will be the story ol the year 
and if will, at last, make the controversial 
little: Austrian a genuine here. 


Lets hope that the endemic 
emotionalistn of hie team will dic back 


down now and that everybody will get 


back to the methodical kind of steady 
work that raised Ferrari ta 
Championship level in the first place, 
Niki desery¢s that the team back him wp, 
now.—Pete Lyons 


